






of life that place us on a level playing field. For Francis, his is not 
a leadership designed to heighten differences among 
people. Rather, he moves among the people he loves and 
excludes none of us who are not among the powerful and the 
mighty in society. He brings the simple life of a religious 
intellectual called to serve. He has worked among the people, ric \ 
and poor alike, as a pastor. There seems to be nothing of "the 
entitled" in his life and leadership. It seems to me that he is 
precisely what the Church needs today. When issues are serious 
he treats them seriously. When the issues are light and not 
fundamentally significant for salvation, dignity and belief he can 
lighten up. His humanity is clear and his leadership effective. If I 
sound excited it is because I am. The Church needs a human 
face and Pope Francis has invited us to walk with him in finding 
and presenting such a gift. 

Recently I have been exposed to a number of people whose 
lives are more simple than mine. In most cases they work hard, 
often in more than one job, and hold their family in a profoundly 
important position. One couple told me that they saved everything 
they could for five years so that they could take their children for a 
two day trip to Disneyland, camping on the beach to save 
money. I realize that I can live it up at no cost at Disneyland as 
the guest of a Disney whom I had taught in the past. The world is 
full of such people and it is to those that Pope Francis has invited 
us to join him in service. 

I wish you all a very happy season with experiences of love, 
generosity and service for others. Join me in prayer for peace in 
the Middle East and other places marked by warfare and 
suffering. Know that I pray for all of you as you live out your own 
responsibilities to make a diffeence in society. Work for equality, 
the dignity of life and for a life of hope and happiness for the man 
who suffer. Easter reminds us that the truth of the resurrection is 
accessible to all who ask. Let us be confident in reminding 
everyone to hear, experience and live in the truth of that promise. 

Prayers and Blessings during this season and throughout the this 
year. 

Fr. Patrick LaBelle, C.P. 
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